
 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO.  14 

    
 Report To: Education & Lifelong Learning 

 Committee 
   

Date: 17 March 2009  

 Report By: Corporate Director Education &  
 Social Care 

Report No: EDUC/26/09/IF  

   
 Contact Officer: Ian Fraser Contact No: (01475) 712748  
   
 S

 
ubject: Items for Noting  

   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to keep the committee apprised of matters which fall within its 
remit for information purposes. 

 

   
   

2.0 EXCLUSIONS FROM SCHOOLS 2007 / 2008  
   

2.1 The statistics on exclusions from schools were produced by The Scottish Government on 26 
January 2009.  An analysis of Inverclyde’s statistics is appended. 

 

   
   

3.0 SCHOOL LEAVER DESTINATION REPORT  
   

3.1 Skills Development Scotland have provided a School Leaver Destination Report which can be 
used to give elected members more information about school leaver destinations which were 
approved at the Education & Lifelong Learning Committee on 20 January 2009.  Members will 

ote, on page 4, the significant gender differences in destinations. n
 
Members will note that the most favoured higher education institution is Strathclyde University 
and the most favoured further education institution is James Watt College.  In terms of courses, 
Arts & Social Sciences and Social Caring & Advisory Services are the most favoured courses to 
be undertaken.  For those entering employment by occupational area, Construction and 
Engineering is the most favoured destination of males and Sales & Marketing is the most 
favoured destination of females. 
 
Table 12 gives elected members the unemployed leavers by data zones.  Page 10 gives 
elected members information on the individual circumstances of those unemployed and who 
are not seeking employment. 

 

   
   

4.0 NEWLY QUALIFIED TEACHERS  
   

4.1 We have had information on next year’s newly qualified teachers.  At the moment they are 
students and have indicated a preference for local authorities.  In secondary, 14 students have 
indicated Inverclyde as their number one choice, 15 number two, 28 number three, 16 number 
four and 25 number five.  This includes 8 teachers of English, 9 teachers of Biology with 
Science and 9 teachers of Mathematics.  In Inverclyde, 39 primary teachers have indicated that 
Inverclyde is their number one choice and in total 158 teachers have indicated Inverclyde as 
one of their choices. 

 

   
   
   
   
   



 
5.0 

 
PUPILS IN SCOTLAND 2008 

   
5.1 On 24 February 2009 the Scottish Government released information on pupils in Scotland.  The 

appended is an extract of how the statistics apply to Inverclyde Schools. 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
 
Ian Fraser 
Corporate Director Education & Social Care 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 This paper provides information on Exclusions for all secondary, primary and special 
schools in Inverclyde for 2007/2008. 

1.2 Information has been taken from the Scottish Government National Statistics 
Publication: ‘Exclusions from Schools 2007/08’ 

 
1.3 Exclusions include both temporary exclusions and pupils removed from the register. 

 
1.4 This report refers to cases of exclusion, which must not be confused with the number 

of pupils excluded, as some pupils were excluded more than once during the year. 
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2 Main Findings 

Inverclyde Schools 

 The number of exclusions for all sectors was down 5.3% from 2006/07.  

 The rate per 1,000 peoples was down slightly from 2006/07. 

 Only North Ayrshire had a higher rate than Inverclyde in 2007/08 

Primary Schools 

 The primary sector accounted for 13.2% of all exclusions in Inverclyde 

 The rate per 1,000 pupils was 22.  

 This was the highest rate of any of the comparator authorities 

Secondary Schools 

 The secondary sector accounted for 84.1% of all exclusions in Inverclyde 

 The rate per 1,000 pupils was 157 

 Only North Ayrshire had a higher rate than Inverclyde in 2007/08 

Special Schools 

 The special sector accounted for 2.7% of all exclusions in Inverclyde 

 The rate per 1,000 pupils was 184 

 Only North Lanarkshire and Scotland had a higher rate than Inverclyde in 2007/08 

No of different pupils excluded  

 Primary Schools 

 In the primary sector there were 51 different pupils excluded. This was down 1 from 
2006/07 

 Secondary Schools 

 In the secondary sector there were 358 different pupils excluded. This was down 7.7% 
from 2006/07 
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 Special Schools 

 In the special sector there were 7 different pupils excluded. This was down 3 pupils 
from 2006/07 

 
Cases of temporary exclusion 2001/02 to 2007/08 

 The total cases of temporary exclusions in all Inverclyde schools has increased year 
on year since 2002/03. There was a drop between 2006/07 and 2007/08 - the first 
drop in 5 years 

 
Absence due to temporary exclusion  

 The number of half day absences in the primary sector showed a 13.6%  increase 

 The number of half day absences in the secondary sector showed a 6.7% decrease  

 The number of half day absences in the special sector showed a 20% increase 

Inverclyde Council Education Services 

excellence, ambition & regeneration 
 - 4 - 



 Inverclyde Schools 

3.1 In 2007/08 the total number of exclusions in Inverclyde schools was 957. This was 
5.3% down from 2006/07 

3.2 All exclusions were temporary exclusions with an exclusion rate per 1,000 pupils of 86 
(down 2 from 2006/07) 

 Primary Schools 

3.3 Of the 957 exclusions 126 (13.2%) were accounted for by the primary sector 

3.4 The primary sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 22. This showed no change from 
2006/07  

 Secondary Schools 

3.5 Of the 957 exclusions 805 (84.1%) were accounted for by the secondary sector 

3.6 The secondary sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 157. This was down 4 from 
2006/07  

 Special Schools 

3.7 Of the 957 exclusions 26 (2.7%) were accounted for by the special sector 

3.8 The special school sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 184. This was an increase of 
44 from 2006/07 

Inverclyde Council Education Services 

excellence, ambition & regeneration 
 - 5 - 



4.0 No of different pupils excluded  

 Primary Schools 

4.1 In the primary sector there were 51 different pupils excluded. This was down 1 from 
2006/07 

4.2 The primary sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 9. This showed no change from 
2006/07  

 Secondary Schools 

4.3 In the secondary sector there were 358 different pupils excluded. This was down 7.7% 
from 2006/07 

4.4 The secondary sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 70. This was down 3 from 
2006/07  

 Special Schools 

4.5 In the special sector there were 7 different pupils excluded. This was down 3 pupils 
from 2006/07 

4.6 The special sector had a rate per 1,000 pupils of 50. This was down 10 from the 
2006/07 figure 
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5.0 Cases of temporary exclusion 2001/02 to 2007/08  

5.1 The total cases of temporary exclusions in all Inverclyde schools has increased year 
on year since 2002/03. 

5.2 The drop between 2006/07 and 2007/08 was the first drop in 5 years 
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6.0 Absence due to temporary exclusion1 

6.1  The number of half day absences in the primary sector was 699. This was a 13.6% 
increase since 2006/07 

6.2 The number of half day absences in the secondary sector was 5,353. This was a 
6.7% decrease since 2006/07 

6.3 The number of half day absences in the special sector was 120. This was a 20% 
increase since 2006/07 

                                                 
1 Source: Attendance and Absence survey for 2007/08. Data is not entirely consistent with data from the exclusions survey, with 0.4% half 

days absence related to temporary exclusion reported in ‘Attendance and absence’ not accounted for in the  Exclusions data. Data above 

relates to ‘absence from school due to temporary exclusion’ irrespective of whether alternative education is provided. 
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7.0 Analysis of Comparator Authorities 

7.1 Inverclyde had the second highest exclusion rate per 1,000 pupils of Inverclyde’s 
family of comparator authorities. The rate of 86 was second highest to that of North 
Ayrshire at 92 

7.2 North Lanarkshire was the only authority with cases of pupils removed from the 
register. 
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7.3 Inverclyde had the highest rate per 1,000 pupils in the primary sector 

Primary Rate
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7.4 Only North Ayrshire had a higher rate per 1,000 pupils in the secondary sector 

Secondary Rate
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7.5 Only North Lanarkshire and Scotland had a higher rate in the special school sector 

Special Rate
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1 Introduction 
 
1 This paper analyses information on pupils in publicly funded schools in 

Scotland, mainly derived from the latest annual pupil census which took 
place in September 2008. It describe the education system by providing 
information on the numbers of schools and pupils, the types and sizes of 
schools and classes they learn in, and some characteristics of the pupils. 
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2 Main Findings – Inverclyde  

 
 In September 2008 there were, in total, 10,779 pupils in 35 publicly 

funded schools in Inverclyde. Pupil numbers have fallen by 2.6% since 
2007 

 
 There were 5,795 pupils in 24 primary schools, 5,134 pupils in 7 

secondary schools and 142 pupils in 4 special schools.  
 

 Of those pupils with Additional Support Needs, the most prevalent 
categories of reason for support are learning disabilities (13.2 pupils per 
1,000) and social emotional and behavioural difficulties (12.0 pupils per 
1,000). 

 
 The average class size in primary schools was 24.3 pupils, up from 23.7 

in 2007. P1 classes had the smallest average size of single stage classes 
at 21.4 pupils, up from 2007 (19.6).  
 

 44% of pupils came from most deprived 20% of the Scottish Index for 
Multiple Deprivation. The Scottish average for the most deprived 20% is 
21%. Inverclyde is higher than all of its comparator authorities and only 
second to Glasgow across Scotland. 
 

 The S5 staying on rate in 2008 was 82.7% (80.2% in 2007) and the 
staying on rate for S6 was 47.8 (47% in 2007) 
 

 The rate per 1,000 pupils who were assessed and/or declared as having a 
disability, in special schools,  was 951. This is well above the Scottish 
average of 525, indeed only Perth and Kinross (960) had a higher rate 
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3 All Sectors 

3.1 In 2008 there were  

 35 publicly funded schools in Inverclyde (37 in 2007) 

 10,779 pupils (11,070 in 2007) 

3.2 The split by sectors was as follows: 

 
Schools 

Primary Secondary Special 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008

26 24 7 7 4 4

 
Pupils 

Primary Secondary Special 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008

5795 5656 5134 4981 141 142

4 Disabilities 

4.1 There were 155 pupils who are assessed as having a disability in 2008 
compared to 151 in 2007.  

4.2 The rate assessed and/or declared as having a disability in Inverclyde was 17.3 
per 1,000 pupils. This rate is higher than the Scottish average of 16.2 and is also 
higher than all of our comparator authorities. In 2007 the Inverclyde rate was 
15.3. 

 
5 Looked after children in publicly funded schools by age and local authority 

of residence 

5.1 The publications presents looked after children in terms of the School Census 
and also the social work statistics survey. The Schools Census takes place in 
September while the Social Work Survey is as at 31st March 2007 and therefore 
unlikely to match the pupil census figures exactly. 

5.2 According to the school census there were 76 looked after children aged 5-11 (up 
from 45 in 2007). There were 51 12-15 year olds (up from 43 in 2007) 

5.3 Social Work statistics show 82 5-11 year olds and 101 12-15 year olds 
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6 Pupils from Minority Ethnic Groups 

6.1 The follow table provides a breakdown of pupils from minority ethnic groups 

 
Minority ethnic 

group White other 
Not known/not 

disclosed 
2007 2008 2007 2008 2007 2008

189 185 110 126 301 279

 
7 Percentage of pupils, by Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation categories, 

2008 
 
7.1 The table below shows that 44% of pupils came from most deprived 20% of the 

Scottish Index for Multiple Deprivation. The Scottish average for the most 
deprived 20% is 21%. Inverclyde is higher than all of its comparator authorities 
and only second to Glasgow across Scotland. 

 
Most Deprivation             Least Deprivation 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
25 19 9 6 7 5 12 8 7 3 
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8 Primaries in Inverclyde  
 
8.1 As noted above there were 24 primary schools in 2008, 5,795 pupils (2,766 

Females and 2,890 Males). 
 
8.2 13 of the schools were non-denominational and 11 were Roman Catholic 

schools. 3,279 went to non-denominational schools and 2,377 went to Roman 
Catholic Schools. 

 
8.3 The following table shows the number of primary pupils by stage 
 

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 

779 774 736 818 826 829 894 
 
8.4 The average class size in 2008 was 24.3 this was slightly higher than 2007 

(23.7). Only North Ayrshire had a higher average class size in 2008 (24.9) 
 
8.5 Of the 5,656 primary pupils; 42 (21 in 2007) were looked after at home and 33 

(24 in 2007) were looked after away from home. 
 
8.6 There were 169 pupils in primary schools with Additional Support Needs this 

was 3% of all pupils (down 0.7% from 2007) 
 
8.7 Of those pupils with Additional Support Needs, the most prevalent categories of 

reason for support are Dyslexia (19.5 %), Other Moderate Learning Difficulty 
(20.7%) and Autistic Spectrum Disorder (17.7%).  
 

8.7 0.7% of primary pupils attended schools outwith Inverclyde. This was up 0.1% 
from 2007. The Scottish average was 1.7% 

 
8.8 19 pupils received Gaelic medium education exclusively through Gaelic 
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8 Secondaries in Inverclyde  
 
8.7 As noted above there were 7 secondary schools in 2008, 5,134 pupils (2,527 

Females and 2,454 Males). 
 
9.2 4 of the schools were non-denominational and 3 were Roman Catholic schools. 

2,848 went to non-denominational schools and 2,133 went to Roman Catholic 
Schools. 

 
9.3 The following table shows the number of primary pupils by stage 
 

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 

868 936 940 893 845 499 
 
 
9.4 There were 232 pupils in secondary schools with Additional Support Needs this 

was 4.7% of all pupils (down 0.5% from 2007) 
 
9.5 Of those pupils with Additional Support Needs, the most prevalent categories of 

reason for support are Dyslexia (28.4 %), Other Moderate Learning Difficulty 
(19.4%) and Social, Emotional & Behavioural Difficulties (19.4%). 79.3% of 
support was required from Additional Specialist Teaching. 

 
 
9.6 Of the 4,981 secondary pupils; 37 (25 in 2007) were looked after at home and 

20 (20 in 2007) were looked after away from home. 
 
9.7 The S5 staying on rate1 in 2008 was 82.7% (80.2% in 2007) and the staying on 

rate for S6 was 47.8 (47% in 2007) 

                                                 
1 The S5 stage staying-on rates are based on S3 pupils 2 years earlier, and S6 rates on S3 pupils 3 years 
earlier.  
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10 Special Schools in Inverclyde 
 
10.5 As noted above there were 4 special schools in 2008, 142 pupils (40 Females 

and 142 Males). 
 
10.2 All 4 schools were non-denominational  
 
10.3 Of the 142 secondary pupils; 10 (7 in 2007) were looked after. 
 
10.4 The rate per 1,000 of special school pupils who were assessed and/or declared 

as having a disability was 951. This is well above the Scottish average of 525, 
indeed only Perth and Kinross (960) had a higher rate 

 
10.5 There were 142 pupils in special schools with Additional Support Needs this 

was 100% of all pupils (up 0.7% from 2007) 
 
10.6 Of those pupils with Additional Support Needs, at 89.4% Learning Disabilities 

was the most prevalent category of reason for support. 
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